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Upcoming Weekend 

Cursillo # 242 
“The People of the Second Mile” 
(Click here for the link) 
 
February 20th  through the 23rd  
 
Time is getting close, so be sure to 
invite those God has placed on your 
heart. 
 
Printable registration forms 
 are HERE 
 
 
Remember… 
“Christ is counting on you…” 

Events Calendar 

Cursillo Weekend #242 
  February 20-23 

Cursillo Weekend# 243 
 June 19-22 

 

Ultreya! 
 February 9 
 5:30 p.m. 
 Faith Hall 
 St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 La Porte 713-501-3024 

Ultreya! 
 March 2 
 4 p.m. 
 St. Richard’s Episcopal Church 
 Round Rock  512 255-5436 

Please let us know if you 
  are scheduling an Ultrea  
 in your parish  
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About this newsletter… 
Welcome to the first publication of the first volume of the our brand new vehicle 
for communicating with the Fourth Day Community in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas, called with great imagination, “Cursillo in the Episcopal Diocese of Texas 
News.” We will be content if you call us “the News,” For that matter, we will be 
thrilled if you call us at all (to roll out a classic line)! 

OK, other than the chance to use that old chestnut, you may ask why we are doing 
this at all.  

Part of the answer to that lies in my own experience, which may be similar to a lot 
of other people’s. I am relatively new to the Cursillo movement. I made my 
weekend, number 236 (often remembered as “the best Cursillo ever”) in June of 
2012. 

 (Continued on page 3) 

From the Lay Director… 
This space will be a continuing 
column from John Ahrens, just a 
brief (or not) bit of visionary look 
at the Cursillo movement from the 
high-altitude perspective. 

We have not asked John to 
contribute a column for this 
inaugural DRAFT edition, although  
(Continued on page 2) 

Lay Witness Writings… 
Give us a word of encouragement! How has God been asking you to 
transform your environment with His loving presence? What have you 
been doing? How has that been working out for you? Yes, sometimes 
things DON”T go well, at least, they don’t go the way we think they should; 
but that doesn’t mean God isn’t there, too.  We learn in victory, we learn –
perhaps more –in struggle and setback. And through both, God is with us, 
with you, and He has given you a story to share.  

Please send us a few lines, or a few paragraphs, about it! 

http://www.episcopalcursillotexas.org/pilgrims_flyers
http://www.episcopalcursillotexas.org/register
http://www.episcopalcursillotexas.org/welcome
http://www.episcopalcursillotexas.org/welcome
http://www.episcopalcursillotexas.org/register
http://www.epicenter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDyEkk45mBX5F7bm0LvCeQ
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(Continued from page1) 

we do expect to hear from him on a 
regular basis. 

BUT in his spare time, John has 
been putting together some 
wonderful video testimonials 
which are going up even now on 
YouTube. The URL address is long, 
but it is to the YouTube Channel for 
all the videos. 

 https://www.youtube.com/ 
channel/UCUDyEkk45mBX5F7bm0LvCeQ 

This newsletter will be 
published via a link distributed 
to the Cursillistas by email, so 
you will see it on your computer, 
tablet, phone or whatever you use; 
and you will be able to simply click 
on any links to get where you want 
to go. (Next time, from John himself 
–stay tuned!) 

An Invitation … 
 I was reading one of the accounts of the miraculous “feeding of the 
multitude”– the one in Mark chapter 6 where the disciples come to Jesus 
announcing the problem, and Jesus says “You give them something to eat.”   

I use to wish we had some way to get the news around the Cursillo 
community about weekends, Ultreyas, about “do reunion groups matter?” 
and how to FIND a reunion group, in fact, how does one do x, y, or z.  And I 
have heard a lot of other people lament/long-for/grumble about the same 
thing.  

Well, I made my complaint, or we made our complaint; And I think Jesus 
said much the same to me as he said to His disciples then;  “YOU give them 
something to eat!”  

Of course, the miracle, then and now, still resides with Jesus. HE 
multiplied the loaves. HE supplied the need. The disciples needed to trust 
and step out. That’s the vision here, with this newsletter. 

This is also known as “A plea for help.”  

If you would like to be a continuing part of the “NEWS” or just send an 
article now and again,  a few hundred or just a few dozen words now and 
again, that would all by itself be great news! 

Please send us submissions, questions, or comments to 

edotcursillonews@gmail.com   

-Eric 

Around the Diocese… 
In East Harris County, St. John’s Church (La Porte) will be hosting an 
Ultreya at 5:30 pm on Sunday, February 9. This will be held in Faith Hall at 
the Church. 

Also, from the East to the West… In the Austin Convocation, St. Richard’s 
Church (Round Rock) will be hosting an Ultreya at 4:00 pm on Sunday, 
March 2. 

An Ultreya like this is a great time to gather with the Cursillo community 
from other convocations, as well as your own, and some have found it an 
especially great way to begin the conversation with folks who may be 
interested in discovering how Cursillo fits into their walk with Christ. 

 

We would love for someone to send us some feedback from these events 
for the next edition of the News! 

If you are aware of anything happening in your convocation, or anything 
that has happened recently that you believe the community would be 
interested in knowing, please write us a sentence or two, or a short article 
if we can twist your arm that far! You can email it to us at the address you 
will find on the last page of this edition.  

THANK YOU!  

Ever post?  
There are a lot of pretty insightful 
people I’ve met here in Cursillo in 
the EDOT. 

I have a hunch that more than a 
couple of us use a personal 
website or blog to write 
devotionals, meditations, Bible 
studies, reflections, or assorted 
other thoughts that would be nice 
to share.  I have one myself.  
Actually, I have two –one that is 
mine, and one I administer as a 
vehicle for the other laity of our 
parish. 

I thought it might be sort of fun, as 
well as a cross-pollinator of sorts if 
we gathered all those links 
together here, and made them 
available as a continuing list. 

So if you will send me a link, I will 
add mine to it, and we will be off to 
a good start! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDyEkk45mBX5F7bm0LvCeQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDyEkk45mBX5F7bm0LvCeQ
mailto:edotcursillonews@gmail.com
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etc. … 

Have you noticed other goings on 
in the world, in the Diocese of 
Texas, or in the wider Church; 
things that seem of interest to the 
Cursillo community, but are not 
exactly right for any particular 
news column? Maybe you found a 
link to something too good not to 
share, perhaps in “The Diolog” or 
another publication.  

Write something about it, and 
include the link.  

Remember, we are not just to 
hear the Good News, 
 but we are also to tell it!  

(Think of sending in a short news 
article as practice!) 

 

Reunion Thoughts … 

Group Reunion is important 
to me because- 

- it gives me new ideas for 
my prayer and study 

- it reminds me of my 
commitments and give me 
"permission" to start over 
again on any lapsed 
commitments 

- it gives me an anchor for 
my week that brings be back 
to God if I have wandered 
off. 

Contributed by 
members of a regular 
Cursillo Reunion 
Group 

 

Cursillo in 
The Episcopal Diocese of Texas  

News 

is produced and distributed by the Servant 
Community of  Cursillo in the Diocese of 
Texas. It is published quarterly,  and is 
currently edited by R. Eric Sawyer 

We welcome additions to the schedules and 
calendars, and especially welcome your 
contributions of news from your group, 
church or convocation which may be of 
interest to the wider Cursillo community. 

All contributions are understood to become 
property of the “News” and are subject to 
revision for length, content and style. 
Articles will be attributed as the work of the 
person submitting them. However, if 
extensive edits are made, the notice “edited 
by the ‘News’ staff” will be included. 

Please send your submissions or comments 
to 

edotcursillonews@gmail.com 

(Continued from “About This Newsletter” on  page 1) 

I was developing my own opinion of “What-it’s-all-about.” I liked it, but I knew almost nothing.  

Cursillo has been around in the Episcopal Church for several decades now; long enough for a body of knowledge 
to grow and develop, then for the possessors of that knowledge to pass by leaving the new folks, like me, only 
thinking we understand. Sometimes, it leaves people like me misunderstanding! Other times, it leaves us 
scratching our heads, or, having had a great experience on our weekend, it leaves us unable to grow in that 
experience of God’s love and grace, and unable to leverage that wonderful experience into the transformation of 
our environment we heard about in all those talks – all those things we heard that “Christ was counting on us” 
for. 

So, I see this newsletter as a way to help “bind us together” with the witness of what God is doing in our 
community, with what our brothers and sisters are doing, I want to know what YOU are doing, that I may praise 
God, and learn from you. I and the rest of the team value your input and your contributions. Please know that 
ANYTHING you send is subject to possibly being printed (unless you make a special point of saying DON’T PRINT 
THIS!) As the Bible tells us, the Word of God is near you, even in YOUR mouth.  May He give us grace to hear Him 
in one another! 

 

ULTREYA! 

-Eric 

 


